
The Regular Meeting Minutes Of The Board Of Trustee For 
The Village Of University Park, Will And Cook Counties 
Illinois, Held Tuesday, June 9, 2009 At #90 Town Center 
Drive, In The Village Of University Park. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
  

Mayor McCowan called this regular meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 
8:25 p.m. 
 

B. ROLL CALL 
 Mayor:  Alvin R. McCowan  Present 
 Trustees:  Sharon A. McGuire  Present 
    Oscar H. Brown, Jr.  Present 
    Vivian E. Covington  Present 
    Jimmie D. Young  Present 
    Joseph E. Roudez, III Present 
    Larry B. Brown  Present  

 
Also present were Village Attorney Forest Miles, Interim Village Manager/Finance 
Director David Sevier, Village Treasurer James Ellis, Deputy Police Chief Mel Easley 
Gregory Box, Executive Liaison Johnna Townsend, Public Works Director Jerry 
Townsend, Fire Chief Charles Exner, Parks & Recreations Director Robert Graham, 
Golf Club Restaurant Manager Pam Jackson, IT Director Deryl Bolton, Director of 
Communications Sherry Williams, Economic & Community Development Director 
Kimberly Porter, and Village Clerk Dorothy R. Jones. 
 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor McCowan led the audience in the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America. 

 
D. READING OF MINUTES 
  
Trustee Roudez moved, Trustee Oscar Brown seconded a motion that the Board 
approves the minutes of a regular meeting held May 12, 2009; a special meeting held 
May 22, 2009; a special meeting, and regular meeting held May 26, 2009 with 
corrections as noted by Trustee Oscar Brown and Trustee Covington which included the 
following:   
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Reading of minutes continued: 
 
May 22, 2009 special meeting, Trustee Oscar Brown stated that the minutes should 
include that he commented on the contract with the PAR Group that was 
discussed in the executive session, and that he passed out to the public, 
information relating to the PAR Group;  
 
May 26, 2009 regular meeting - Trustee Oscar Brown noted that the vote on F-1b reads:  
Ayes:  Trustees McGuire, Covington, Roudez,  
Nays:  Trustees Oscar Brown, and Larry Brown (electronically.) 
Absent: None. 
Abstained: Trustee Griffin,  
 
Should read:  
 
Ayes:  Trustees McGuire, Covington, Roudez,  
Nays:  Trustees Oscar Brown, and Griffin  
Absent: None. 
Abstained: Trustee Larry Brown (electronically.) 
 
Trustee Covington noted that page 12 under Board Caucus, portion of paragraph 2 
reads: She stated that she is still working to get a Postal Unit Sub station in the village, 
should read “She is still working to get a Contract Public Unit (CPU) in the 
Village.” 
 
Trustee Covington also noted a correction on page 7 that reads: “Trustee Covington 
asked Communications Director Sherry Williams to look at something cheaper, and also 
a system that would do double take (front and back views), and stated that it should 
read “Trustee Covington asked Communications Director Sherry Williams to look 
at something cheaper, and also a system that would do Two Camera Shots”;  
 
May 12, 2009 minutes – page 8 read “Trustee Covington stated that she wants to make 
sure that we are legal, and no longer violating State Law, as was done in the past.” 
Trustee Covington stated it should read “Trustee Covington stated that she wants to 
make sure that we are legal and no longer violating our own ordinance”;    

 
Ayes: Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Covington, Young, Roudez, and Larry 

Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Absent: None. 
  
Motion to approve minutes as amended carried. 

 
E. NON-DISCUSSION AGENDA 
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E -1: Village Manager’s Report 
  
Interim Village Manager David Sevier reported that vehicle stickers for 2009/10 are on 
sale at Village hall and must be displayed by July 1st, and the fees will double on July 1, 
2009.  He also stated that the minutes of the Finance Committee for the last four 
months are now posted on the website.   
 
Trustee Covington stated that she has several issues of concern including: an 
ordinance  Who is responsible for the agenda; her question about the money from State 
Representative Lisa Dugan and Senator Toi Hutchinson, did we receive the money; her 
request to see payroll, and now she is adding to that her request for copies of all 
incoming revenue; relating to insurance on the vehicles, she stated that at the last 
meeting she asked about the vehicle that was totaled, she stated that she was told that 
the insurance covered it, and she asked if any litigation was brought against the person 
who took the vehicle, and if not she wants to know why. 
 
Mr. Sevier responded that Mayor McCowan could answer her questions relating to the 
money from State Representative Lisa Dugan and Senator Toi Hutchinson, and the 
agenda.  However, no litigation was brought against the person involved with the 
vehicle.    
 
Trustee Covington stated that several times she has asked for the resignation letter 
from Ms. Boykin, and her reason is that she heard she resigned verbally, but without 
anything in writing, we need that written document, because it could be said that by 
word of mouth that she took a leave of absence, and that could be problematic for us;   
She asked if it is true that there is talk of a grocery store, other than Mr. Cleo’s store, 
and if that is so, why would we do that and have Mr. Cleo move forward on his store. 
 
Interim Manager Sevier responded that at this point he does not have a definitive 
answer.  He stated that once they get additional information, he would share that 
information with the Board. 
 
Trustee Covington stated that it was said that they sent the guy a registered letter for 
the Laundromat, and asked if a registered letter was sent.  Mr. Sevier stated that he 
would check into that situation.  Trustee Covington stated that Trustee Larry Brown 
asked for information relating to postage, and she asked for the information as well. 
 
Mr. Sevier stated that Trustee Larry Brown, Trustee Covington and another Trustee 
received copies of that requested information.  Trustee Covington stated that she has 
asked repeatedly for covered mailboxes for Trustee’s mail. 
 
Mr. Sevier stated that he gave the copies to the Trustees personally prior to a Board 
meeting.   
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Village Manager’s Report – continued: 
 
Trustee Covington stated that she wants another copy, and asked for a status on the 
Town Center sign.  She also commented on a Collection Commitment Letter relating to 
Josh and asked if he is making payments as ordered, and if not, has a warrant been 
issued for his arrest.  She also requested copies of all EEOC complaints. 
 
Mr. Sevier responded that the company has been out to measure the sign, and would 
be replacing the missing portion of the sign, and would put current tenant names on the 
sign in the near future.  Relating to Josh, Mr. Sevier stated that he is behind in 
payments, but no warrant has been issued. 
 
Trustee Griffin asked if village vehicles were being marked as requested. 
 
Mr. Sevier responded that Mayor McCowan stated when the request was made that the 
issue would be discussed in a Board Workshop. 
 
Trustee Covington stated that she feels that they are not being respected, because she 
put this request for marking the vehicles in writing several times, but will put it in writing 
again. 
 
 Trustee Griffin asked Manager Sevier for anything that has to do with the Mayor’s 2009 
truck to include disposition. 
 
Trustee Oscar Brown asked for a summary of all EEOC complaints. 
 
Manager Sevier stated that he would like for the Trustees to put their request in writing 
to eliminate ambiguity, so he could make sure that he is responding to concerns as 
requested. 
 
Trustee Larry Brown asked if any measures have been taken to assure that a disaster 
such as the one at Riegel Farm does not happen again, and stated that the sprinkler 
system at the Golf Club does not work.  He also asked if the finance committee had 
seen this revised budget. 
 
Manager Sevier responded that the golf club was not built this year, and it would cost 
approximately three million dollars to complete that project, because we do not have 
adequate water supply.  Relating to the budget, he stated that this is the same budget 
that was previously submitted. 
 
Trustee McGuire asked if the staff at Riegel Farm had received any grief counseling.  
Mr. Sevier responded that services of EAP had been offered to staff. 
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E-2:  Mayor’s Report 
 
Mayor McCowan began his report noting how sadden he is with the disaster at Riegel 
Farm that resulted in the loss of life for several of the animals, and stated that there is a 
big job ahead for the village in restoring that facility.  He stated that he has made 
request to our state officials and our consultant for assistance in finding funding to assist 
us in this endeavor.  He also asked Trustee Roudez to look at some type of funding 
raising activities. 
 
Mayor McCowan reported that effective July 1, 2009 University Park would have its own 
zip code which is 60484, and a celebration would be held on June 27th at the University 
Golf Club from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, and Congressman Danny Davis is expected to join 
in the celebration.  He also reported on a luncheon he will be attending with Governor 
Quinn on June 11th and reported on a call he received from State Senator Toi 
Hutchinson informing him of approval for 45 million dollars to assist in the I-57 
Interchange; another $146,000.00 to help with road projects; and another $700,000.00 
from IDOT.  He thanked Senator Hutchinson for her efforts in getting us funding, and 
our Consultant Mr. Boykin for help in getting them in to see State and Federal Officials. 
 
Mayor McCowan reported on the audit process and noted that several years had to be 
completed, and that the Village was issued a clean opinion for 2006; the Village has 
more than two million dollars surplus; and tax rates are down 20% over the last four 
years.  He also noted that he had been informed that former Village Trustee Dianne 
Waller- Nyman is severely ill and that a benefit in her honor is planned for June 21, 
2009 at the Lincolnshire County Club in Crete; he offered his condolences to Public 
Works Director Jerry Townsend in the loss of his mother, and to Executive Liaison 
Johnna Townsend on the loss of her grandmother.  
 
E-3: Committee & Commission Reports  
 
No verbal reports given. 
 
E-4: Reports Of Other Officers 
 
Public Works Director Jerry Townsend reported that the new Street Sweep has arrived, 
and employees were trained yesterday. 
 
Economic & Community Development Director Kim Porter reported that Pro-Logistic, 
one of the companies in the industrial park is recruiting 30 applicants for jobs in 
University Park.  those interested individuals can call (630) 834-3900 to set up an 
interview. 
 
Trustee Covington reported on a meeting that she and Trustees Griffin and McGuire 
attended with the Department of Agriculture relating to feeding the hungry.  This event 
was sponsored by IBEO, and was held at the only Black owned hotel in Chicago.  She 
also noted that they met with state officials.  
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Reports Of Other Officers – Continued: 
  
Trustee McGuire reported that the federal government has funds for meals for kids 
eighteen years old or younger.  She asked Manager Sevier if our school district 
provides free breakfast for our students, if so she suggested that the information in 
advertised in our brochure; the meeting she and Trustees Griffin and Covington 
attended was held at the South Loop Hotel where they had an opportunity to meet with 
Black Elected Officials, Republicans and Democrats working together to discuss and 
share information about issues that affect our county and state. 
  
F. DISCUSSION AGENDA 
 
F-1: UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
F-1a: Second And Third Readings – Ordinance Adopting The Budget For 

All Corporate Purposes Of The Village Of University Park, Will And 
Cook Counties, Illinois, In Lieu Of The Appropriation Ordinance For 
The Fiscal Year Commencing On The First Day Of May, 2009 And 
Ending On The Thirtieth Day Of April, 2010 

 
Trustee Larry Brown moved, Trustee Roudez seconded a motion that the Board 
approves a table of this item. 
 
Ayes:  Trustees McGuire, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown  
Nays:  Trustees Oscar Brown and Covington. 
Absent: None. 
 
Motion to table carried. 
  
    
F-2: NEW BUSINESS 

 
F-2a: First, Second, And Third Readings – Ordinance Authorizing The 

Execution Of An Agreement For The Acquisition Of A Network-
Managed Video System Controller And Digital Video Server Including 
Engineering, Support And Labor   

  
Trustee Covington moved, Trustee Oscar Brown seconded a motion that the Board 
approves second and third readings of this ordinance. 
 
Ayes: Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Covington, Young, Roudez, and Larry 

Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Absent: None. 
 
Motion to approve carried                                     Ordinance Number 2009 – 19. 
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F-2b: First, Second, And Third Readings – Ordinance Amending Ordinance 

Number 1551 Ratifying And Adopting The Rules And Regulations Of 
The Board Of Fire And Police Commissioners 

 
Trustee Oscar Brown moved, Trustee McGuire seconded a motion that the Board 
approves first, second and third readings of this ordinance. 
 
Trustee Oscar Brown asked why were the requirements for psychological taken out of 
this ordinance. 
 
Mayor McCowan stated that this was at the request of the Fire & Police Commissioners 
with the support of their attorney. 
 
Attorney Miles stated that he had a conversation with F&P Attorney John Brohier who 
stated he feels that once an officer takes a psychological he should not be required to 
take another one for promotion.  Trustee Larry Brown stated that he concurs with 
Attorney Brohier, and does not feel that a psychological is needed for promotion. 
 
It was suggested that members of the Fire & Police Commissioner be invited to attend 
the next Board meeting to explain this change.  
 
Trustee Roudez moved, Trustee Covington seconded a motion to table this item. 
 
Ayes: Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Covington, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry 

Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Absent: None. 
 
Motion to table carried. 
 
F-2c:  Resolution Approving Preliminary Lease Extension Terms Between 

The Village Of University Park And The Will County Health 
Department And Community Health Center For Space No. 44 In The 
University Park Towncenter 

  
Trustee Roudez moved, Trustee Covington seconded a motion that the Board approves 
this resolution. 
 
Attorney Miles stated that after the agenda was compiled, he received some suggested 
amendments to the terms of the lease from the Will County Health Department that he 
had passed to the Board earlier tonight.  The amendments included sixty months lease; 
rent of $61,693.33 for first year with a 3% increase each year thereafter; carpet 
replacement; re-conversion of storage room back to lavatory; and correction of minor 
safety code issues.  Attorney Miles stated that they also requested 180 days notice to 
terminate the lease, if the Village sells the Town Center. He asked the Board for 
direction. 
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F-2c: continued: 
 
Trustee Covington moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board 
approves this resolution as amended to include those items presented by the Will 
County Health Department as negotiated by Attorney Miles.   
 
Ayes: Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Covington, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry 

Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Absent: None. 
 
Motion to approve carried                                     Resolution Number 2009 – 21. 
  
F-2d: Bills Payable 
 
Trustee Oscar Brown moved, Trustee Covington seconded a motion that the Board 
approves the listing of the General Operating Expenses that the Village of University 
Park has incurred for the last two (2) weeks from May 27, 2009 to June 9, 2009 in the 
following funds: 
 General Operation Fund   $ 295,025.18 
 Road and Bridge Fund   $   19,232.47 
 Town Center Operations   $     4,701.70 
 University Golf Club    $   57,113.81 
 Capital Project Fund   $     3,709.44 
 TIF – I Towncenter Area Fund  $     8,376.25 
 TIF II – Industrial Park Fund  $          87.75 
 TIF III – Cicero Industrial Fund  $        823.50 
 TIF V – Dralle Industrial Fund  $        180.00 
  Total     $389,250.10 
 
Trustee Griffin referred to page 7, check #66322 – Barnes & Thornburg and asked that 
it be removed from bills payable. 
 
Trustee Oscar Brown moved, Trustee Covington seconded a motion that the Board 
approves to consider separately check #66322 – Barnes & Thornburg. 
 
Ayes: Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Covington, Griffin, and Larry Brown.  
Nays:  Trustee Roudez 
Absent: None. 
Motion carried. 
 
Roll Call To Approve Payment Check #66322 – Barnes & Thornburg 
 
Ayes:  Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Roudez, and Mayor McCowan. 
Nays:  Trustees Covington, Griffin and Larry Brown.  
Absent: None. 
Motion to approve carried. 
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Bills Payable – continued: 
  
Trustee Covington referred to several checks and asked for clarity relating to attorney 
fees for McCarthy Duffy, Star Disposal, and CMT Engineering Firm, and asked what the 
engineering doing for the village is.  She also asked if there is an ordinance that deals 
with mileage. 
 
Attorney Miles stated that his invoice is detailed, and does not include fees for faxing. 
 
Manager Sevier stated that the village is receiving payments from residents to offset the 
bill from Star Disposal, and the engineering firm is working on several projects at this 
time. 
 
Trustee Larry Brown referred to payments for 3 squad cars on page 9, and asked if that 
payment differs from the payments on page 7. 
 
Manager Sevier responded that every year the Police Department acquires three new 
squads and payments listed are for six different squad cars. 
 
Trustee McGuire asked if it is possible to have a breakdown on which vehicles are 
covered by each check. 
 
Ayes: Trustees McGuire, Oscar Brown, Covington, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry 

Brown  
Nays: None, 
Absent: None. 
 
Motion to approve carried. 
 
G. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Robert Travis commented on responses from a Freedom Of Information Request he 
submitted that included seven or eight questions he had relating to fire protection 
systems and results of that information which he had received from Fire Chief Charles 
Exner.  He suggested that all facilities including Parks & Recreations be equipped with a 
fire suppression system, and that a large pressurized tank of water at the Golf Club to 
be used in lieu of a sprinkler system. 
 
 Mr. Tom Kowalczyk, 24148 S. Cicero, Monee addressed the Board with his concerns 
relating to property located immediately south of 24106 S. Cicero and immediately north 
of 24134 S. Cicero in University Park.  He stated that he has learned that the owners’ 
intent is to use the property as an automotive junkyard.  He asked if there has been a 
zoning change, and if so, why were the residents in close proximity to the property sent 
notices informing them of the change in zoning.  He voiced his concern with health and 
safety issues if a junkyard is allowed at that area. 
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General Public Comments – continued: 
 
Ms. Sandra Heard commented that she was present for the audit review and asked 
when would the audits be available for review by the public; she renewed her request to 
know why the finance committee does not have a “Trustee Liaison”; and she noted that 
the Monee Township Elected Officials would he hosting a thank you to the voters on this 
coming Saturday, at #90 Towncenter Drive from 11 am until 2 pm; relating to the budget 
that was tabled, she asked if the budget would be reworked and brought back before 
the finance committee; she requested a status of the replacement of the current interim 
Village Manager and Finance Director David Sevier. 
 
Mary addressed the Board and asked if the Village has an Ethic Ordinance, and if so, 
how could she obtain a copy of the ordinance, and if not, why not. 
 
Mrs. Mildred Morgan addressed the Board and thanked them for the insight in 
purchasing the Golf Club property.  She stated that her children grew up in this 
community, but she always had to take them outside the community to celebrate, and 
now the Village has that wonderful facility.  She also stated that she would like to see 
the Mayor become a full-time position, and stated that she feels the job the Mayor and 
Mr. Sevier have done is putting us on the map. 
 
Ms. Rosemary Nettles commented on a typo in the minutes relating to the cost of 
postage, and stated that she is proud of the students and staff at Coretta Scott-King 
Magnet School and thinks the award is fantastic. 
 
Mrs. Gloria Barnett-Brookins commented that it bothers her that the Mayor shows 
favoritism to individuals who make flattering comments, and does not hold them to the 
two minute requirement for comments and only enforce it on some individuals.  She 
stated that this is the only administration that put time limits on public comments and put 
public comments at the end of the agenda, thereby not allowing them to comment on 
items of concern while they are being voted on. 
 
Mr. Danny Sigers commented that the hardware for the cable studio that was approved 
by the Board tonight would become obsolete within ninety days. 
 
H. BOARD CAUCUS 
 
Mayor McCowan suspended the meeting at 10:04 p.m. to allow the Board time to 
caucus.  He reconvened the Board meeting at 10:16 p.m. and the following responses 
were given to concerns raised by residents under general comments: 
 
Responding to concerns relating the fire suppression systems, Interim Manager Sevier 
responded that at the time many of these facilities were built there were no 
requirements for fire suppression systems; Responding to Mr. Sigers and his comments 
regarding the Cable Studio equipment, he asked Mr. Sigers to share his source of 
information with him and the IT Commission. 
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Board Caucus/Responses To General Public 
 
Relating to the 2006 audit, Manager Sevier stated that it is complete, and would be 
presented to the Board for approval at the next meeting, after that the document would 
be available for the public;  relating to the budget, he stated that a workshop between 
the Board of Trustees and the finance committee is scheduled for June 16, 2009, and 
he would like input in what is wanted in the budget.  He also stated that the Ethic 
Ordinance is available on our website 
 
Mayor McCowan stated that he wants an inspection of all village facilities.  He also 
responded to Ms. Heard relating to the replacement status for Village Manager and 
Finance Director and stated that this a personnel matter that would not be discussed 
publicly;  responded to the issue relating to Relating to Trustee Liaison to Finance 
Committee, he stated that the Board decided to appoint Village Treasurer Jim Ellis as 
Board Liaison, noting that elected and appointed officials are serving as Board Liaison 
to some committees.  He apologized to Mrs. Brookins for not being consistent with time 
limits under public comments, but noted that these meetings are conducted in the most 
open form of government, and the public can make comments on an agenda item when 
it comes to the floor. 
 
Attorney Miles responded to concerns of Mr. Kowalczyk relating to a junkyard on the 
property he referred to, and stated that he would into our ordinance and enforce the 
ordinance.  
 
 
I. ANNOUNCEMENT OF SCHEDULED MEETINGS 
 
 
J. BOARD & MANAGERS’ COMMENTS 
 
 
K. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Trustee Griffin moved, Trustee McGuire seconded a motion that the Board move into 
executive session for purposes of personnel at 10:45 p.m.  The Board returned from 
executive session at 12:04 A.M. June 10, 2009. 
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L. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Trustee McGuire moved, Trustee Roudez seconded a motion to adjourn the regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees at 12:05 a.m. June 10, 2009. 
 
Motion to Adjourn Carried By Voice Vote. 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
             
      _________________________________ 
       Dorothy R. Jones, CMC 
        Village Clerk    
         
/drj   


