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October is National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
- Come Celebrate Veterans 
Day With Us on Friday,  
November 2nd

“Take care of yourself. Visit 
your doctor and get checkups. 
Your health is so precious.”

Because it seems that African 
Americans are more at risk 
for every major health issue 
than other ethnic groups; I was 
surprised to learn that African 
American women are actually 
less at risk for breast cancer than 
others, but die at a higher rate.

Why, you might ask? Here are some of the major 
reasons. We often are victimized by:

• Lack of health insurance
• Low income
• Lack of access to care
• Lack of a usual (regular) provider
• Lack of awareness of breast cancer risks and 

screening methods
• Cultural and language differences

Prevention, has been a major issue in the African 
American community.

We shouldn’t wait for 
National Breast Cancer 
Awareness month to come 
around, before we take 
control of our health. We 
shouldn’t wait for public 
service announcements, 
or someone else to tell us 
what we should be doing.

We know what we should do. Often we just don’t take 
the time. Take the time to take care of yourself and 
your family. While I am particularly focusing on Afri-
can American women; this message is to all women.

UP
Beat 
Mayor  
Vivian E.  
Covington 

The Board-approved resolution seeking a jurisdictional 
transfer of 1.6 miles of road on University Parkway from West-
ern Ave to Stuenkel Road has been forwarded to Will County. 
The Will County Road Commission approved the item on 
September 20. Will County officials advise me that the next 
step in the process is their submission to IDOT in Schaumburg. 
They will review the package and submit to the Springfield 
office for final signatures. This process normally takes two to 
three weeks. I will keep readers updated as this works its way 
through the system.

UPDATE - Underground plumbing work has been completed 
at the Kids Health Center, a major component of the reno-
vation. We have identified an electrician to perform the next 
phase of the work. After that dry wall will be installed, fol-
lowed by installation of the floor.

We continue to seek a new Public Works Director and Direc-
tor of Economic Development.

PARKS & RECREATiON  
DEPARTMENT

Director Keely Childress

ANNUAl GiRlS ExTRAVAGANzA - 
Held on Friday, September 28th this event 
was attended by 22 young girls, all of whom 
had a BLAST!. Special thanks to Program 

Supervisor, NaiNeva Jenkins, Akia Harper, Nita Payton, 
Marva Hampton, and the Peerleaders teens for making sure 
everyone had a safe and happy time.

Village Manager lafayette linear & Village of University Park Departments 

COMMUNICATE! 
WHAT’S HAPPENING?

Honor Our 
Veterans
Sunday, November 11 

GSU Seminar
Before and After Deployment
Octber 29 - 3 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

See P.7

Mayor Vivian E. Covington with 
Rev. Rosalind K. Shorter Henderson, 
Miller Chapel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church
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Which brings me to the upcoming national election on 
Tuesday, November 6. An election that will make history 
no matter who wins. I hope that you are among those who 
are not only registered to vote, but also plan to vote. 

One of the reasons African Americans die sooner than other 
ethnic groups is the fact that many don’t have insurance. 
Now, with the recent passage of the Affordable Care Act, 
those previously uncovered don’t have an excuse to avoid 
the doctor. Not only can they go, but they are covered even 
if they have a “pre-existing condition”. 

Also, the Affordable Care Act prohibits insurance compa-
nies from canceling your insurance if you should happen to 
get sick, as we all will at some point. 

And those of you with adult children who are having dif-
ficulty finding jobs, can now keep them on your policy until 
the age of 26.

In September I participated in several meetings and activi-
ties at the Congressional Black Caucus Annual legislative 
Conference in Washington, D.C. I will be following up on 
discussions with the offices of Sen. Mark Kirk and Cong. 
Danny K. Davis. I also attended the Constituent Coffee an-
nually hosted by Sen. Kirk and Sen. Richard Durbin.

I would like to congratulate Roosevelt Martin who worked 
with the illinois Department of Employment Services to 
host a successful job fair on Thursday, September 27 at 
90 Towncenter.

About 400 job seekers attended the event 
which featured 25 employers who conducted 
about 25 on-site interviews. We will receive 
follow up information from iDES concern-
ing further outcomes from the job fair.

Also, please be aware that several Chicago-
area companies are seeking to fill numerous 
job openings. Please check out the following:

www.hiltonworldwide.com/careers (Food 
Service)
www.titan-security.com (Security Positions)
www.americasjobexchange.com (Various Jobs)

We will seek to keep readers periodically 
informed about current job opportunities.

Finally, I want to take a moment to reflect on the upcoming 
Veterans Day, Sunday, November 11th. I would also like 
to invite you to the Friday, November 2nd rededication of 
the Military Wall in the Towncenter, followed by the spe-
cial Veterans Day program at the University Golf Club. 
The program will run from 3:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Mayor Covington pictured with Michele Jones, program Keynote Speaker and 
Director of External Veterans/Military Affairs and Community Outreach, at the 
Congresional Black Caucus Annual Legislative Conference

Sponsored by the Human Services and Special Events 
Committee; the Home Depot team; the Mayor’s office, 
and the Board of Trustees; this is just a small token of the 
immense appreciation that we have for all of our veterans 
for the services they have provided and the sacrifices that 
they have made.

UNiVERSiTy PARK  
liONS AlUMNi GAME  
Palmer Park  was the site of the 
game pitting OlD SKOOl against 
NEW SKOOl, held on Saturday, 
September 29th. 

Thank you to the University Park 
lions Association, Bridgette Sim-
mons, Trisha Wells and DJ REDD 
for such a wonderful day!

yOUTH BASKETBAll  
REGiSTRATiON/TRyOUTS
University Park Boys and Girls Youth 
Basketball will have its tryouts for the 
2013 season. Players will travel to 
different communities to play against 
thier peers. Come on out and have the 
time of your life. Please bring shorts, 
t-shirt and gym shoes for tryouts. Ev-
ery Division but Tiny Tots will try out.

Date(s): November 7, 8, 14, 15, - 
December 5, 6, 12, 13
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
location: Coretta Scott King, 1009 
Blackhawk Dr.
Cost: $95.00 per child ($10 discount 
for each child)
Min. 10 – Max. 90

PEERlEADERS  
COllEGE TOUR
We are loading up the bus and head-
ing to a local Illinois College.  Our 
goal is to gain more knowledge about 
college life and broaden our horizons.

Date: Thursday, November 8
Deadline: Friday, October 26
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
location:  Riegel Farm Complex

Cost: Free
Min. 8 – Max. 15

FOUR WiNDS CASiNO –   
NEW BUFFAlO, MiCHiGAN
Let the Fun Begin…Lady luck is on 
our side.  Come join us on a Casino 
Trip to Four Winds Casino.  Price 
includes $15.00 in virtual playing 
money and $10.00 food voucher. Par-
ticipants must be 21 years and older.  
All reservations must be booked with 
paperwork and payment.

Date: Thursday, November 15
Deadline: Thursday, October 25
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
location: 9:00 a.m. Pick up from 90 
Towncenter Drive   
9:30 a.m. Pick up from Thornwood 
House
Cost: $20.00 per person
Min. 35 – Max. 57

FAMily NiGHT
Come enjoy fun-filled games, and 
open gym basketball every Friday. 
Don’t forget to play our prize win-
ning trivia games. Please come join 
us! Please leave all electronics and 
valuables at home. NO LOCKERS 

(Continued next page)

L-R: CNN Reporter Soledad O’Brien, Rev. Al Sharpton, Political Strategist, Don-
na Brazille,  far right, Congressman and Civil Rights Icon, John Lewis (D-GA).
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investing $10 million since the last rate change, to ensure:
• adequate water and waste water treatment
• improved water quality
• better fire protection
• increased reliability of the system

So far improvements include:
• increasing waste water treatment capacity to 2.43 mil-
lion gallons

• constructing new wells
• replacing mains and
• disinfection system improvements

Because of investments that Aqua has made in University 
Park, the community is able to grow and accommodate 
new businesses and jobs.

Aqua has voluntarily held the Aqua Connects open houses 
for the past three years in University Park. They are held 
to allow representatives from Aqua to connect with our 
customers, to answer questions, and help them better un-
derstand the water industry.

EDiTOR’S NOTE - Because of the public interest in 
this issue, readers are invited to weigh in. Please be to 
the point. We are especially interested in hearing from 
you, if you were one of those who attended the September 
12th  open house. Send comments as a Word Document 
attachment to wperk@sbcglobal.net. 

PENNSylVANiA’S VOTER iD lAW  
RUlED UNENFORCEABlE… 
FOR NOVEMBER 6TH ElECTiON.

Commonwealth Court Judge Robert Simpson has ruled that 
Pennsylvania officials cannot enforce a new voter identifi-
cation law in the November 6th Presidential election.

In granting a preliminary injunction prohibiting enforce-
ment Judge Simpson expressed concern that the law 
would likely disqualify eligible voters.

“I am not convinced that there will be no voter disenfran-
chisement arising out of the commonwealth’s implementa-
tion of a voter identification requirement for purposes of 
the upcoming election.”

Unless Judge Simpson later issues a permanent injunction, 
the voter ID law could be enforced beginning in 2013.

Pennsylvania is one of 31 states with some form of voter 
ID requirement. There are four other states, in addition to 
Pennsylvania, whose voter ID laws are under review or 
legal challenge.

In the August issue of COMMUNiCATE! readers were 
asked to track Senate Bill 2496 and House Bill 3903, 
which if passed would add Illinois to the list of states re-
quiring voter photo ID.

GSU PERFORMiNG ARTS CENTER -  
GET OUT AND HAVE SOME FUN
Sunday, November 11 - 4:00 p.m. - The Three Divas 
bring an afternoon of great, competitive performances in 
this Opera Up Close production.

Saturday, November 17 - 8:00 p.m. - Speaking in 
Tongues: the Chronicles of Babel - This powerful pro-
duction explores the oral histories of an extended family 

living in Chicago’s now-demolished Washington Park 
housing project. Three generations come together in this 
complex story of their lives.

Saturday, December 1 - 11:00 a.m. - A Christmas Carol, 
the classic story presented with witty dialogue and fresh new 
songs. Dickens’ message that the holiday season should be 
a “kind, forgiving, charitable time” is still true.
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are available!
location: Crete-Monee Middle 
School, 635 Olmsted Road
Age: All Ages
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Date(s) Starts December - April (Fri-
day Nights Only!)  
Cost: $3.00 per person

NBA liVE TOURNAMENT 
(xBOx360)
Basketball season is upon us! What 
better way to get it started than having 
a Tournament. Who has the moves 
and coaching ability to be called the 
Best!!!!! There will be two divisions:  
Adult & Youth. Come on and show 
what you got!!!
Date: Saturday, December 8
location: Riegel Farm
Time: 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Cost: $5.00 (Youth) per person - 
$10.00 (Adult ) per person
Deadline: Friday, November 29
Min.10 – Max. 24 

WiNTER CAMP
Staying indoors during winter break 
has never been more fun.  Have your 
children play with us over winter 
break.  Games,  Arts and Crafts and 
Field Trips included.  Registration re-
quired.  Must bring a lunch daily.
Dates: Starts Friday, December 21, 
27, 28, 31 – January 2, 3, 4, 2013
location: 70 Towncenter Drive
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Age: 5-12 years old

Cost: $150.00 per child
Deadline: Friday, December 7

POliCE  
DEPARTMENT

Chief  
Mel Davis

FREE AlCOHOl  
EDUCATiON SEMiNAR

All owners and employees respon-
sible for the distribution of alcoholic 
beverages in the Village of Univer-
sity Park, were invited to attend a 
FREE CERTiFiED Beverage Al-
cohol Sellers and Servers Education 
and Training (BASSET) class. Such 
training is required in accordance 
with state law and local ordinance.

The class was held on Monday, Oc-
tober 22 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
at 90 Towncenter. 

Free registration and participation 
was limited to two employees per 
liquor establishment. 

Also, from Monday October 22 
- Friday, October 26, the Univer-
sity Park Police Department and 
illinois liquor Commission will be 
co-sponsoring Red Ribbon Week, a 
series of  seminars designed to help 
liquor establishment owners/employ-
ees recognize signs of intoxication, 
enabling them to avoid liability when 
patrons become involved in alcohol-
related incidents.

The BASSETT Training and Red 

Ribbon Week will enable distribu-
tors to:
• Comply with state laws and local 

ordinances
• Learn to recognize early signs of 

intoxication
• End underage drinking by better 

identifying fake ID cards

Go to the Illinois Liquor Commis-
sion’s website at www.state.il.us/
LCC for information on alcohol-
related issues.

Other News
THiS iN FROM AREA  
MANAGER MEliSSA  
KAHOUN, AqUA illiNOiS
Aqua held an Aqua Connects open 
house in the Village of University 
Park on Wednesday, September 12. 
About 60 people attended to ask ques-
tions about the company, their bills, 
new rates, water quality, water soften-
ing, and the distribution system. The 
open house was set up to allow cus-
tomers to visit different booths and 
question Aqua employees stationed at 
each booth. Most customers in atten-
dance visited each booth.

Aqua representatives discussed many 
questions regarding water conserva-
tion, water meters, and how to identi-
fy leaks in the home. Customers were 
advised how to read their meter, and 
how to use the meter to monitor their 
usage, and determine if they have a 
leak.

In addition, water softening options 
were discussed. It was explained that 
the new rates were the result of Aqua 

(Continued next page)

Mayor Covington with GSU President, Dr. Elaine Maimon at the Carts and 
Crates event in September
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Saturday, December 8 - 1:00 & 5:00 p.m. 
- The Nutcracker - Salt Creek Ballet - Tal-
ented dancers and Tchaikovsky’s enchanting 
score, delight all ages in what has become a 
holiday tradition.  

Box office is open Monday through Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., and two hours 
prior to performances. For more information, 
contact box office at www.centertickets.net or 
(708) 235-2222.

When historians reflect on this year’s Democratic National Con-
vention they will recall that it was characterized by a series of rivet-
ing speeches, by First lady Michelle Obama, former President 
Bill Clinton, and finally by President Barack Obama himself.

The only thing that will be remembered about the Republican Na-
tional Convention, is that Actor/Director Clint Eastwood, spent 
several minutes talking to an empty chair.

Watching political conventions on television, certainly pales in 
comparison to actually being there in person.

To give readers a personal experience of what it was like to ac-
tually attend the 2012 Democratic Na-
tional Convention in Charlotte, North 
Carolina; COMMUNiCATE! caught 
up with University Park Trustee Joe 
Roudez for this interview.

WHy DiD yOU GO TO THiS 
yEAR’S DEMOCRATiC  
NATiONAl CONVENTiON?
Each state has a state chair that repre-
sents the Democratic Municipal Offi-

(Continued on page 8)

2012 
Democratic  
National  
Convention

Interview: Trustee Joseph E. Roudez, III

Governors State
U  N  I  V  E  R  S  I  T  Y

University Park, IL

Before and After 
Deployment
Trauma and the 
Impact on the 
Military Family
 

Presented by:
College of Health and Human Services, Department of Social Work, College of Education, GSU 

Intellectual Life Committee, and University Honors Program

Topics of Discussion:
•  Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

•  Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual, and Transgender  
 (GLBT) serving within the confines of  
 Don’t Ask- Don’t Tell

•  Women Serving as Respected Leaders in   
 the Military (MST)

•  Family Members of Combat Veterans

•  After Deployment-Warriors to Work

October 29, 2012
3 to 6:30 p.m.
Center for Performing Arts
Everyone is Welcome
FREE
 

Mayor Covington with Geoffrey Bates, Director and Cura-
tor, Nathan Manilow Park, at the Carts and Crates event in 
September
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cials (DMO). Being a State Chair for illinois, I was 
invited to attend the 2012 Democratic National Con-
vention by the National DMO officials.

WAS THiS yOUR FiRST TiME ATTENDiNG A 
NATiONAl POliTiCAl CONVENTiON?
Yes, this was my first time attending.

WHAT ExPECTATiONS DiD yOU HAVE  
BEFORE yOU ATTENDED? 
I purposefully did not set any expectations with this be-
ing my first attendance. My wife Linda and I opted to 
embrace the learning experience head on.

WERE yOU SATiSFiED WiTH  
yOUR ExPERiENCES?
They were met and exceeded beyond our imagination. 
The city of Charlotte was well-prepared and overflow-
ing with security. From the FBI, Secret Service and 
uniformed police patrolling and providing traffic con-

trol.  The people in Charlotte couldn’t have been more 
friendly and welcoming.

WOUlD yOU GiVE A BRiEF OVERViEW OF 
EACH DAy’S ACTiViTiES?
Each day we attended DMO and DNC meetings, as 
well as those of other groups, not to mention all of the 
parties and other festivities. On Tuesday evening, Mrs. 
Michelle Obama spoke, delivering an outstanding ad-
dress. On Wednesday legendary (former) President 
Bill Clinton addressed the convention. His speech was 
truly remarkable and inspiring.

On Thursday, the convention which was scheduled for 
the Bank of America football stadium, was moved 
back to the Time Warner Arena, because of threaten-
ing weather. Both Vice President Joe Biden and Pres-
ident Barack Obama spoke. The Biden speech was 
emotionally riveting and inspiring. 

When President Obama took the stage, the crowd went 
wild with chants of four more years, forward, not back, 
engulfing the stadium. It took 10 minutes before he 
could speak. Once he spoke and accepted the nomina-
tion for president, the arena filled with more cheers. It 
seemed like everyone won the Lotto! 

I looked at my wife and tears were rolling down her 
face, as well as mine. I said ‘Linda, do you realize what 

we just saw?’ We looked at each other and hugged. 
That’s a moment in history we will never forget. To be 
a part of it was awesome. 

WHAT WERE THE THREE MOST  
iMPORTANT ExPERiENCES THAT yOU 
TOOK AWAy FROM THE CONVENTiON?
That people of all denominations can come together for 
the common good of all. That compromise is the key to 
success. Also, we should all be proud to be Americans.

WERE yOU ON THE CONVENTiON  
FlOOR WHEN PRESiDENT OBAMA WAS 
NOMiNATED FOR A SECOND TERM?
No, not on the floor as the delegates were, but in section 
one. The convention floor was arranged for the state 
delegates. 

WHAT DiD yOU lEARN AT THE  
DEMOCRATiC CONVENTiON THAT Will 
HElP yOU iN yOUR ROlE AS A UNiVERSiTy 
PARK TRUSTEE?
Attending the DNC reinforced that doing the right thing 
is always right, regardless of opinions. As a Trustee in 
University Park, I realize how important decisions at 
the local level can immediately affect our residents’ 
quality of life. 

All ordinances or legislation passed must be thoroughly 
researched, strategically planned and understood. The 

hard questions must be asked and decisions made must 
benefit the common good of all, both now and for fu-
ture generations.

WHAT iS yOUR REACTiON TO THE  
RECENT USA TODAy POll iN WHiCH 90 
MilliON PEOPlE iNDiCATED THAT THEy 
DO NOT PlAN TO VOTE iN THE NOVEMBER 
6TH ElECTiON?
Here is what I would like to say to those people. First, 
I know that there are attempts nationwide to restrict 
voting rights. In some states it appears that minority 
and Latino communities are being heavily targeted. We 
have battled for so long to earn the right to vote. Please 
don’t give it back. Don’t get discouraged or fatigued. 
The right to vote is yours, mine and our future genera-
tions.

We cannot fall prey to those who want to oppress us 
as a people, not to vote. That is giving them what they 
want, voter apathy. There has been bloodshed on our 
behalf for these rights, which we should not neglect. 

So, if you’re reading this, and you are one of those 90 
million who don’t intend to vote, do not allow those 
purposely setting out to discourage you to become 
victorious. Their intent is to give you the illusion that 
“your” vote, “your” voice does not count and should 
not be heard (basically, by the upcoming election).

(Continued next page)
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Trustee Joseph E. Roudez, III greets Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr, at the Democratic 
National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina

Trustee Roudez and Prarie State College Trustee Wendell Mosby at the Demo-
cratic National Convention

Trustee Roudez with Chairman Democratic National Convention Committee 
Antonio Villaraigosa, also, Mayor of Los Angeles
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If registered, please vote because your vote does count. 
It’s your fundamental right. And, if you are not regis-
tered, get registered and vote for the rest of your life-
time. Encourage and educate our future generation to 
do the same. Also, never quit the fight. If you are a duly 
qualified voter, fight with every ounce of energy to en-
sure that your vote is counted.

WHAT WERE PRESiDENT OBAMA’S  
THREE TOP ACHiEVEMENTS DURiNG  
HiS FiRST TERM?
First, he saved the auto industry and hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs from disappearing, by preventing Chrys-
ler and GM from going bankrupt. Second, the Afford-
able Care Act will establish universal health care for 

the first time in the history of the United States. And, 
third, he gave the order to kill Osama Bin Laden. 

WHAT ARE THREE THiNGS yOU WOUlD 
liKE TO SEE PRESiDENT OBAMA ACHiEVE 
DURiNG A SECOND TERM?
I would like to see the President accomplish a balanced 
budget; put people back to work and end the war in 
Afghanistan.

WHiCH DO yOU THiNK Will COME FiRST: 
A SECOND AFRiCAN AMERiCAN PRESiDENT, 
OR THE FiRST FEMAlE PRESiDENT?
A second African American.

TRUSTEE ROUDEz, iS THERE 
ANyTHiNG ElSE yOU 
WOUlD liKE TO SAy ABOUT 
yOUR PARTiCiPATiON iN 
THE 2012 DEMOCRATiC NA-
TiONAl CONVENTiON?
The Democratic National Con-
vention was the most inclusive and 
open convention in history. It was an 
experience of a lifetime for my wife 
and I. It showed the country that we 
are the party of  openness and op-
portunity, the party of ingenuity and 
innovation. Also, the most diverse 

political party in the country, bring-
ing people together for the common 
good of all.

And just to think, we were there the 
entire week; and had credentials for 
every day for admittance. We ex-
perienced some of the nation’s top 
leaders speaking day in and day out. 
We mingled daily with Lisa Ma-
digan, Jesse White and Governor 
Quinn, to name a few of Illinois’ 
most powerful politicians. We so-
cialized and developed fast relation-
ships with top celebrities like Nicole 

The Village of University Park The Village of University Park

State Senator Toi Hutchin-
son has been a member of 
the Illinois Senate since 
January 2009 and has 
since earned a reputation 
as a highly effective and 
well-regarded public ser-

vant. Senator Hutchinson has achieved this by dedi-
cating herself to her constituency and fighting for their 
needs in Springfield. As a legislator she has passed 
over seventy bills that have been signed into pub-
lic acts, which have impacted the lives of those she 
serves, especially those in University Park.

Senator Hutchinson is the chairperson of the Revenue 
Committee, and as such, takes special interest in the 
fair taxation of the citizens of Illinois.  During Spring 
Session, Senator Hutchinson sponsored SB400, which 
increased the earned income tax credit (EITC) for all 
residents of Illinois. This public act increased the stan-
dard exemption for all Illinoisans by fifty dollars and 
ties all future increases to the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI).  In addition, the EITC was raised from 5% to 

7.5% in 2012 and will rise to 10% in 2013.  Sena-
tor Hutchinson believes that this is “…the first step in 
providing some progressivity to our income tax code 
by tying the personal exemption to inflation.”

As vice-chairperson of the Transportation Committee, 
Senator Hutchinson was chief sponsor of the Illiana 
Expressway legislation, working with the state of In-
diana to connect the two states between Interstate 55 
in Illinois and Interstate 65 in Indiana. This will open 

up an economic development corri-
dor that will ease truck traffic con-
gestion and provide access to the 
growing intermodal infrastructure 
network in Will County; the fastest 
growing county in the state.  

In addition to this, Senator Hutchin-
son sponsored legislation that cre-
ated the Southeast Commuter Rail 
Transit District. This new district 
will increase public transporta-
tion options for the residents of the 
south suburbs and allow for the ap-
plication of federal dollars for the 
construction of a new Metra line 
connecting eleven south suburban 
communities with downtown Chi-
cago. Not only will this give the 
residents of the south suburbs ad-
ditional transit options, it will also 
create economic growth opportuni-
ties for them as well.

Higher education is extremely im-
portant to Senator Hutchinson and 
her district.  Within the 40th district, 
there are both community colleges 

and universities; Governors State 
University is not to be overlooked 
among them.  Senator Hutchinson 
was instrumental in securing a grant 
of $500,000 for the early childhood 
development center at GSU and 
also played a significant role in the 
release of funds for the GSU Sci-
ence and Health Wing Renovation. 
Planning is underway for transition 
to admit freshman students and 
student housing is coming. Senator 
Hutchinson is a large supporter of 
the fact that University Park is the 
home to a hidden jewel in Gover-
nors State University.

State Senator  
Toi Hutchinson

Ari Parker-Kujo, George Clooney 
and Mary J. Blige. It was a pleasure 
seeing some of our locals from Illi-
nois too. We spent time with one of 
our Prairie State Trustees, Wen-
dell Mosby and our own Senator 
Toi Hutchinson.
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Congressional Black Caucus  
Annual Legislative Conference

University Park Mayor, 
Vivian E. Covington
Networking on the Hill

Mayor Covington with Alice G. Geishecker, Congressional Liai-
son, United States Air Force

Mayor Covington visits with Steven L. Basham, 
Colonel, USAF Chief, House Liaison Office, 
United States Air Force Mayor Covington with Senator Dick Durbin

Mayor Covington visits at the Office of the 
Secretary, United States Air Force

Mayor Covington confers with Congressman Danny Davis Mayor Covington, Congressman Davis and Tyrone Bowder (an 
intern for Congressman Davis)
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Twin Catfish Dinner $ 11.95
(Fried, blackened or roasted)
Two 5 ounce Catfish Filets served with Sautéed Vegetable  
and your choice of a side.
Add a piece of catfish for 3.00                                                                                          

Fried Chicken Dinner $ 11.95                                                                                  
½ Chicken Fried Golden and Crispy served with Cornbread,  
Coleslaw and your choice of a side. 
(Please allow 20 minutes for cooking)                                                                                          

Red Beans and Rice      $ 9.95
A UGC Favorite, our Slow Simmered Red Beans and  
Smoked Turkey served over Fluffy White Rice accompanied  
by 3 Crispy Wings and a side of Cornbread

All dinners come with soup or a side salad,
Your choice of baked potato, mashed potato, rice pilaf or French fries

(Onion rings or Sweet potato fries are additional)

All tables with six or more guests 18% gratuity will be added.
Any substitutions or additions are subject to an increase in the price of the item ordered.

Dinner Salads
Side Salad $ 3.95
Crispy Mixed Greens, Tomato, Cucumbers,  
Shredded Carrots and Red Cabbage                                                                                          

House Salad      $7.95                                                                                  
Entrée size salad of Crispy Greens, Tomato, Cucumbers,  
Red and Green Peppers, shredded Carrots and Red Cab-
bage                                        

Chicken Breast Salad      $13.95
(Blackened or Grilled)    
Chicken Breast served atop Mixed Greens garnished with To-
mato, Cucumbers, Shredded Carrots and Red Cabbage

Chef Salad $11.95
Classic Chef Salad served the UGC way with Julienne 
strips of Ham, Turkey, Swiss and American Cheeses a 
Sliced Boiled Egg, Cucumbers, Tomato, Shredded Carrots 
and Red Cabbage

Caesar Salad $8.95                                                                                  
Crispy Romaine Lettuce with Parmesan and Croutons 
Tossed lightly in Caesar Dressing with a Hint of Freshly 
Ground Black Pepper    Add Chicken $4.00

Children’s Menu
For children 10 and younger

3 CHiCken STRiPS   $6.95
Fries and a 4ounce Cup of Fruit

MAC n CHeeSe AnD A SMAll SAlAD $5.95

Mini CHeeSeBuRgeR S (2) wiTH FRieS $5.95
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