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Minutes of A Special Meeting and Public Hearing Of The Board Of Trustee For The Village Of University Park, Will And Cook Counties Illinois, Held Monday, May 16, 2011 At #90 Town Center Drive In The Village of University Park
A.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Covington called this special meeting/public hearing to order at 7:20 pm.

B.
ROLL CALL

Mayor:

Vivian E. Covington

Present

Trustees:

Elizabeth Williams

Present



Oscar H. Brown, Jr.

Present



Milton C. Payton

Present



Keith Griffin


Present




Joseph E. Roudez, III
Present




Larry B. Brown

Present
Also present were Economic & Community Development Director Kimberly Porter, Public Works Director Jerry Townsend, Executive Liaison Johnna Townsend, Cable Studio Manager Eddie Pearson, and Village Clerk Dorothy R. Jones.
C.
PUBLIC HEARING – CDBG GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS
Economic & Community Development Director Kimberly Porter gave a presentation on the proposed Community Development Block Grant Application process.  She explained that the purpose of the public hearing was to inform the public of the total amount of Community Development Block Grant funds available to the Village of University Park, and the eligible project categories for which the application could be submitted.

Ms. Porter stated that in order for the Village of University Park to qualify for this grant certain eligibility criteria must be met, including:  The Village must pass a resolution approving the application submission; must prove that the village has a population that consist of 51% low to modern income; a minimum of four hundred (400) completed surveys must be returned; a public hearing must be held; and the application must be returned by the deadline.  She also stated that the application status report has been completed, but to date she has received less than seventy (70) completed applications, and without four hundred (400) completed surveys the application is worthless. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Responding to a question poised by Mrs. Barbara Brown relating to starting this process so late, not allowing ample time for notification to all residents, and the manner notification was given, Ms. Porter stated that due to the short amount of time from the time Trustees Larry Brown and Griffin notified her of the availability of this grant, notification and publication of this process was done by mailing out the application with the garbage bills; placed on the Village Message Boards; aired on WUPC Tv4; and Robo calls were made to residents. 
Trustee Williams noted that residents in the Russet Oaks area, renters, and in some other areas that do not receive monthly garbage bills did not receive notification by mail, because they do no receive garbage bills directly, and asked if this grant would assist homeowner associations with repairs to streets in a “private subdivision”, and since we have not received the required number of surveys, could we go door-to-door to assist in getting the surveys completed. 

Ms. Porter responded that as long as HUD guidelines were followed, she felt it could be done.  However, she must have the surveys returned no later than noon on Tuesday, May 17th to allow her time to do the tabulation and submit everything before Friday, May 20, 2011.
Mr. Robert Travis commented that since the budget for 2012 has not been passed, and if we are unable to secure the required number of signatures and meet the guidelines for this grant, he asked if we could add funding for additional staff to assist in the process for upcoming grant applications.
Trustee Larry Brown stated that he received the information about this grant the third week of April, and he and Trustee Griffin forwarded the information to Staff, and work on the process began then.

Mrs. Barbara Brown commented that we need to begin the process much earlier to allow ample time and opportunity for all residents to be notified and involved in the process.

Trustee Payton commented on the bias of the process regarding renter’s participation, and asked if we as a village qualify for the 51% low to modern income criteria.

Ms. Donna Powe suggested that we start planning now for next year, and have someone monitor the website for obtainable grants.
Rev. Merilyn Brown commented that a lot of work was done in a short period of time, and noted that with the shape of the economy, funds from HUD will probably be reduced for next year.

Mrs. Gloria Barnett-Brookins asked to know the target areas and asked why the notices mailed out with the garbage bills.

Ms. Porter responded that the decision to mail with the garbage bills was a management decision to save on postage, and to expedite the process.  She also stated that the target areas were University Parkway, Western Avenue, Kedzie, and Olmstead.  She also stated that working on having a safe route for kids could also enhance our chances for approval, if all the other criteria were met.

Some of the other questions or comments included: 1) Will the Village be letting contracts for this work and will there be an opportunity for village residents to get jobs.  2) What federal agency do these funds come from and what are the requirements.  3)  An inquiry was made about home repair assistance; will middle income residents be eligible, because they need a new driveway.

Mayor Covington asked if there were any other comments from the public.  No other comments noted.

D.
ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Covington moved, Trustee Griffin seconded a motion to adjourn this special meeting/public hearing of the Board of Trustees at 8:00 p.m.

Motion to Adjourn Carried By Voice Vote.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Dorothy R. Jones, CMC








     

Village Clerk
/drj
