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Minutes Of The Regular Meeting Of The Board Of Trustee For The Village Of University Park, Will And Cook Counties Illinois, Held Tuesday, June 14, 2011 At #90 Town Center Drive, In The Village Of University Park.
A.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Covington called this regular meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 8:33 p.m.

B.
ROLL CALL



Mayor:

Vivian E. Covington

Present


Trustees:

Elizabeth Williams

Present





Oscar H. Brown, Jr.

Present





Milton C. Payton

Present





Keith J. Griffin

Present





Joseph E. Roudez, III
Present





Larry B. Brown

Present
Also present were Interim Village Manager Trevor Davis, Village Attorney Forest Miles, Village Treasurer James Ellis, Finance Director David Sevier, Fire Chief Charles Exner, Police Sgt. Daniel Murphy, Public Works Director Jerry Townsend, Cable Studio Supervisor Eddie Pearson, Parks & Recreation Director Keely Childress, Economic Development & Code Enforcement Director Kimberly Porter, General Manager Golf Pro Paul Blockoms, Executive Liaison Johnna Townsend and Village Clerk Dorothy R. Jones.
C.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Covington led the audience in the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

D.
READING OF MINUTES

Trustee Larry Brown moved, Trustee Griffin seconded a motion that the Board approves to postpone reading of the minutes to June 28, 2011. 
Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.

Nays:

None.


Absent:
None. 


Motion To Approve Carried.
E.
NON-DISCUSSION AGENDA

E-1:
Village Manager’s Report

Mayor Covington introduced Interim Village Manager Trevor Davis who stated that he welcomes the opportunity to work with this Village; that University Park has great potential, and that during his tenure he will work to carryout the wishes and needs of the Board.  He also noted that he formally lived in University Park. 
E-2:
Mayor’s Report

Mayor Covington reported on her interesting week, reporting that she was a distinguished guest of AT&T at a seminar in Tinley Park relating to advances in technology; she attended the public hearing sponsored by IDOT at GSU earlier today relating to the construction of the I-57 Interchange at Stuenkel Road in University Park, and noted that representatives of IDOT complimented the Village for the great turnout, and for suggestions made.  Mayor Covington thanked Johnna Townsend for getting the robo calls, and to all those involved in getting the message out.  She noted that phase I of the project is complete, and that only $40,000.00 is needed to complete phase II.  She also noted that she will be meeting with IDOT officials on a monthly basic to move this project forward.

Mayor Covington reported that due to the latest re-districting we lost Lisa Dugan as our State Representative, but we gained Representative Anthony DeLuca, who has stated that he will attend some of our Board meetings, and has offered his assistance in projects that we will be working on.  She also reported that volunteers are needed on various committees and commissions; she is working toward a Board Retreat sometimes in July with the Board and Department Heads.

Trustee Roudez commented that Congressman Jesse Jackson gained a larger portion of Will County as a result of the latest re-districting.  Trustee Roudez asked the Board and village for support of the third airport, whether it is ALNAC or the South Suburban Airport.
Mayor Covington reported that she had a conversation with former Mayor McCowan and Congressman Jackson who are asking for $223,000.00 for the third airport. 
Proclamation – South Suburban Chicago Links Day 

Mayor Covington reported that she was a special distinguished guest of the South Suburban Chicago Links at their event at the Flossmoor Country Club this past weekend, and noted that the organization began in the Village of University Park in 1976 when it was called the Village of Park Forest South.

Mayor’s Report – continued:
Mayor Covington read the proclamation which proclaimed Sunday, June 5, 2011 as South Suburban Chicago Links Day in the Village of University Park.
E-3:
Committee & Commission Reports

Trustee Griffin reported on meetings he has attended since the last meeting, noting that on June 3rd he attended the South Holland Chamber of Commerce meeting; met with residents of Thornwood House on Monday, and shared the concerns with the Mayor; and that earlier today he attended the IDOT Public Hearing at GSU.  He commented that there are haters out there who do not want to see the Interchange in University Park.

Trustee Payton reported on a meeting of the Human Services & Special Events Committee, noting that Mrs. Donna Gaston has been named Chair of the committee, and that they discussed coordinating the Mayor’s Family Fest & Carnival (formerly the family fling) and other events that they want to have for the community, such as Jazz and Blues at Pine Lake with ice skating and sculpture.

Trustee Larry Brown reported that members for the Public Safety Committee are needed.

E-4:
Reports Of Other Officers

David Sevier reported that Coretta Scott King Magnet School received several awards from the State for achievements; the 6th grade class received a perfect score in reading; 5th grade class received a perfect score in math, and the school received a Blue Ribbon as one school that consistently improved in the district.

Public Works Director Jerry Townsend reported that construction on the Will-Center Road project has begun and is expected to be completed by August 11, 2011; IDOT has informed him that the same light poles used on Cicero Avenue are the same ones that will be used on University Parkway.

Trustee Griffin asked for an update on lights that out.  Mr. Townsend responded that he is aware of the lights on University Parkway, and the matter is being addressed.

Parks & Recreation Director Keely Childress reported that the Victory Garden at Riegel Farm would begin on June 18th from noon to 2 p.m.; they will start with day camp kids planting food; Soccer Camp for ages 3 – 14 years will begin June 22, 2011.  She noted that our community was selected by the State to host this event; Movies on the Green at Palmer Park on June 25, 2011 from 7 – 10 p.m.
Golf Club Manager Paul Blockoms reported on the new events and meal items now featured at the golf club, including Prime Rib for Sunday Brunch.  He also reported on the success of Roseland Hospital’s Golf Outing where there were over 120 participants.
Fire Chief Charles Exner reported that the new Aerial Truck will be in service on July 11, 2011.

F.
DISCUSSION AGENDA

F-1:
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None listed.

F-2:

NEW BUSINESS

F-2a:
First, Second, and Third Readings – Ordinance Approving A Special Use Permit And Variations To The Planning And Zoning Code For The Northeast Corner Of Horner And Central Avenue [University Park, Will County, Illinois]
Trustee Roudez moved, Trustee Oscar Brown seconded a motion that the Board approves first, second, and third readings of this ordinance.

Trustee Payton moved, Trustee Griffin seconded a motion that the Board approves to amend the main motion to add language informing future purchasers that the parking lot will flood.
Village Attorney Forest Miles stated that he would have the Special Use Ordinance recorded and he will reference the changes as suggested.

Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.

Nays:
None,

Absent:
None,

Motion To Approve Carried


Ordinance Number O2011-12(2P).
F-2b:
First Reading – Ordinance Approving A Wireless Communication Easement And Assignment Agreement And A Net Profits Agreement With Unison Site Management, LLC

Trustee Roudez moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board approves first reading of this ordinance.

F-2b – continued: 

Village Attorney Forest Miles stated that he received another offer from AP Wireless, Ltd, and requested that the Board hold a workshop prior to the next regular meeting to discuss the offer.
Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.

Nays:
None,

Absent:
None,

Motion To Approve Carried.

F-2c:
Resolution Honoring The Life Of Staff Sergeant Yvette Maria Jackson, USAF

Trustee Oscar Brown moved, Trustee Payton seconded a motion that the Board approves this resolution.
Trustee Payton read the resolution.

Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.

Nays:
None,

Absent:
None,

Motion To Approve Carried


Resolution Number R2011-16.

F-2d:

Resolution Honoring The Life Of India Desiree Blair 

Trustee Oscar Brown moved, Trustee Roudez seconded a motion that the Board approves this resolution.
Trustee Oscar Brown read the resolution.

Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.

Nays:
None,

Absent:
None,

Motion To Approve Carried


Resolution Number R2011-17.

F-2e:
Resolution Recognizing The Assignment To The Village Of University Park Of Zip Code 60484

Trustee Roudez moved, Trustee Oscar Brown seconded a motion that the Board approves this resolution.
F-2e – continued:
Trustee Roudez asked to know why this resolution was being brought forward at this time.

Trustee Payton stated that it had not been formerly adopted, and that our insurance rates have gone down since we have had our own zip code.

Ayes:

Trustees Williams, Payton, Griffin, and Larry Brown.

Nays:

Trustee Roudez.

Abstained:
Trustee Oscar Brown.

Absent:
None.

Motion To Approve Carried


Resolution Number R2011-18.
F-2f:
Resolution Directing A Draw On The GDC Homes Corporation/Regent Park Subdivision Irrevocable Standby Letter Of Credit 

Trustee Griffin moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board approves this resolution.
Trustee Payton asked the amount of the Letter of Credit; whether the aerator would be repaired; and referred to page 3, and asked for clarity on the amount of time allotted.

Village Attorney Forest Miles responded that he is not sure of the exact amount remaining in the Letter of Credit, but thinks it is approximately $78,000.00.  He noted that the bank has not been cooperative, but he will get the exact amount when he filed the paperwork.  However, he feels that there is enough money to finish the road re-surfacing.  Relating to the 18 months as referred to on page 3, he stated that he does not feel we should hold out for eighteen months.

Trustee Oscar Brown asked if the funds from the Letter of Credit could be used for repair to Regent Road, and asked the status of light repairs on Regent Road.

Public Works Director Townsend responded that he has sent a message to ComEd noting the urgency of this matter, and that he will re-visit the issue.

Trustee Roudez referred to recent water damages to Riegel Farm, and asked the Interim Manager to look into the situation.
Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.

Nays:
None,

Absent:
None,

Motion To Approve Carried


Resolution Number R2011-19.

F-2h:
Resolution Terminating The Lobbyist Services Agreement With Barnes & Thornburg, LLP 

 (At The Request Of Mayor Covington, This Item Was Moved Up On The Agenda)

Trustee Griffin moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board approves this resolution.
Ayes:

Trustees Payton, Griffin, Larry Brown, and Mayor Covington.

Nays:

Trustee Williams, Oscar Brown, and Roudez.

Absent:
None.

Motion To Approve Carried


Resolution Number R2011-20.

F-2g:
Bills Payable
Trustee Griffin moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board approves the listing of the General Operating Expenses that the Village of University Park has incurred for the last three (3) weeks from May 25, 2011 to June 14, 2011 in the following funds:

General Operation Fund


$  352,032.10

Road & Bridge



$    51,876.23

Towncenter Operations


$    32,955.00

University Golf Club



$    90,526.65

Capital Project Fund


$      7,992.60

TIF II – Industrial Park Fund

$         735.00




Total


$ 536,117.58
Trustee Griffin referred to check numbers 73460 – 62 and asked for clarity.
Finance Director Sevier stated that they represented three months advance payments to Golf Masters.

Trustee Larry Brown referred to check number 73458 for food inventory, and asked if our profit margin meet expenditures.

Golf Club Manager Blockoms responded that he would look at the invoices and respond to him later.

Trustee Griffin referred to check numbers 73465 and asked for clarity.  Mr. Sevier responded the check is for fuel for village vehicles.
Trustee Payton referred to check numbers 73472 and 73417 and asked for clarity.   Mr. Sevier responded the checks are for the architect for the Resource Center and for engineering design for Hickok Bridge.  He stated that the expected cost of the bridge is approximately $250,000. to $275,000.00, and it has not yet gone out for bid, and the engineer estimate is a ball park figure.

Bills Payable – Continued:
Trustee Payton asked for an explanation of payment to Officer Deborah Wilson.  Mr. Sevier responded that the prior payroll company changed her exemption without authorization, and this is to repay her for the amount of taxes taken out in error.

Mayor Covington asked to know if there are any EEOC complaints that the Board is unaware of. 

Mr. Sevier responded that there are four Illinois Department of Human Resources claims; two Insurance claims; and one EEOC Complaint.

Ayes:
Trustees Williams, Oscar Brown, Payton, Griffin, Roudez, and Larry Brown.
Nays:
None.
Absent:
None.
Motion To Approve Carried.
G.
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ms. Walton, Resident of Rosedale Subdivision addressed the Board and commented that she has some ideas and information relating to new development that would include affordable housing.
Mrs. Mildred Morgan commented on the needed repairs to the Town Center properties, noting that the complex is dangerous, unappealing and a distraction to the Village.  She stated that until the village takes care of its own property, and brings it up to code, she asked that they stop ticketing residents for not cutting their grass, etc.  She also commented that she was informed that Mayor Covington is attempting to bar her attending public Board meeting.

Mrs. Barbara Brown referred to page 5 of the proposed budget that referenced $2500.00 for senior activities and asked if these funds are for the University Park Senior Citizens Committee.

Mrs. Star Lawson commented that the first All Star Baseball game was a success, and thanked Mrs. Childress and the staff of Parks & Recreation for their assistance, and thanked the Police and Fire Departments for their participation, and Mayor Covington for throwing out the first ball.  She also voiced her concern with the lighting situation at the ball park; with the lack of payment for the Umpires, stating that if the Umpires are not paid by this Thursday, they would pull out.  She also noted that on July 23, 2011 from 1 – 4 p.m. they would hold the awards ceremony for the baseball program.
General Public Comments – continued:

Ms. Johnetta Williams, resident of Rosedale voiced her concern that the weeds in the vacant lots in that area needs to be cut.

Ms. Deborah Taylor complimented staff of Parks & Recreation for the work that they are doing, and asked if the village could use WUPC Tv4 to showcase and let the public know what our elected officials are doing.

Ms. Deborah Stroud, President of University Park Senior Citizens Committee thanked the Board for its continued support, and asked for a status on the offer of the Committee to put together and distribute Welcome Packets to new residents.

Mrs. Mary Truss requested that Code Enforcement take a look at the advertising signs that are posted on utility poles and other locations throughout the village, stating that she would like to see the main streets kept more orderly, and she asked that our children are referred to as children, and not kids.

Ms. Mary Alexander commented that since the Resource Center is not going forward, she asked that all get on board with some thing positive for our children.  She also asked that the Board conducts themselves in a more professional manner. 

H.
BOARD CAUCUS

Mayor Covington suspended the meeting from 10:00 pm to 10:20 pm to allow the Board to caucus.

The Mayor reconvened the Board meeting and the following responses were given to concerns raised by residents under general comments:
Mayor Covington responded to concerns raised Ms. Walton, Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Lawson, Mrs. Truss, and Ms. Alexander commenting that Ms. Walton should make an appointment with Executive Liaison Johnna Townsend, and the Board would be willing to hear her plans and work with her; Relating to concerns of Mrs. Morgan she stated that she is not attempting to bar her from meeting; relating to the funds for seniors she stated that the $2500.00 is for the University Park Senior Citizens Committee; Regarding the check for the baseball umpires, she stated that the check had been processed and is available for pick-up; relating to showcasing work of the Board, she stated that once our Newsletter Editor comes on board these matters will be addressed; relating to concerns raised by Mrs. Truss she stated that she would have Code Enforcement remove the signs as per village ordinance, however, referring to kids versus children she stated that the board cannot regulate conversation of others; and members of the Board have different opinions and different ways of projecting those opinions.  However, in time they Board will come together and become more civil.
Public Works Director Townsend stated that scraping and painting of the Town Center would begin next week; and he would have his crew out to Rosedale tomorrow to begin cutting the grass and weeding.
I.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SCHEDULED MEETINGS

J.
TRUSTEES’ COMMENTS

K.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Trustee Griffin moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board move into executive session for purposes of personnel and pending litigation at 10:35 p.m.
Motion Carried By Unanimous Voice Vote.
The Board returned from executive session at 11:40 p.m.
L.
ADJOURNMENT

Trustee Griffin moved, Trustee Larry Brown seconded a motion that the Board adjourns the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees at 11:41 p.m.
Motion to Adjourn Carried By Unanimous Voice Vote.






Respectfully Submitted,







____________________







Dorothy R. Jones, CMC








Village Clerk


/drj
